DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (PCM) MINUTES

MONDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 2020 AT 19:00


THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY IN LINE WITH GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES

	
	ACTION

	PRESENT
Cllr Peter Thomas; Cllr Nigel Clifford, Cllr Andrew Mills, Cllr Keith Napthine, Cllr Harte, Cllr O’Sullivan, County Cllr Sutton and Parish Clerk & Proper Officer Hannah-Louise O’Callaghan.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 1: WELCOME AND TO RECEIVE & APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Thomas welcomed everyone, and noted apologies from Cllr Leysen 
	

	AGENDA ITEM 2: DECLARATION OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS BY COUNCILLORS IN ANY OF THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AND ANY CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS.
None

	

	AGENDA ITEM 3: MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 13 JULY 2020 TO BE AGREED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD

On a proposal by Cllr Napthine and seconded by Cllr O’Sullivan, the minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2020 were approved and signed by Cllr Thomas.

	

	AGENDA ITEM 4: UPDATE ON MATTERS CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

a) Speeding – Cllr Thomas

Cllr Thomas reported that the radar gun has now been purchased. It needs certifying by the Police and this costs £145 – Council approved payment of this. Cllr Thomas to pay and reclaim.

CC Sutton reported that the ‘Downsway’ initiative had been very successful and gained a lot of support. The initiative has also helped with rural crime. CC Sutton is stepping away from leading the project which will now be led by Tom Richardson but he will continue to support it.

b) Playground – Cllrs Napthine & Clifford

Cllr Napthine continues to check the playground on a weekly basis and highlighted concern over the emptying of bins during the current climate. Cllr Thomas confirmed that it is the responsibility of Duncton Parish Council to empty the bin as it is owned by the Council.

Cllr Napthine reported that we are no further forward with repairs but at present they are not deemed as urgent although the situation will continue to be monitored. 

Discussion took place surrounding the grant from East Lavington which is due to be re-paid shortly if not used for the Zip wire as originally planned. Cllr Thomas reported that the original plan was not viable however East Lavington have not currently given support for the grant to be used for other projects. Cllr Thomas and Cllr Harte to follow up.

c) Defibrillator – Cllr Thomas

Cllr Thomas reported that the second defibrillator is now in pace in the bus stop and this will be monitored by Cllr Mills. It was agreed that the pub and school should be given the access code. Cllr Mills to install a torch in the bus shelter for use with the defibrillator. On the question of training Cllr Harte agreed to contact Sue Laker to arrange training via her contact however in present circumstances this may not be possible therefore Cllr Harte to investigate putting a link to online training in the village magazine.
d) Website – Website

Clerk updated the Council on the status of the new website and will provide details for Council approval once the finished website has been received.

e) Fireworks

After discussion it was agreed that in light of the present Covid-19 risks this years event would be cancelled and the monies taken forward to 2021.

	Cllr Thomas

Cllr Napthine

Cllrs Harte & Thomas

Cllrs Mills & Thomas

Cllr Harte

Clerk

Clerk



	AGENDA ITEM 5: FINANCE
a) To approve Clerks salary and expenses – Appendix A
On a proposal by Cllr O’Sullivan and seconded by Cllr Napthine Clerks salary and expenses were approved
b) To note and approve income and expenditure report – Appendix B
On a proposal by Cllr O’Sullivan and seconded by Cllr Napthine Council approved the income and expenditure report (Appendix B)
c) To approve the regular Bank Reconciliation – Appendix C 
On a proposal by Cllr Napthine and seconded by Cllr O’Sullivan the bank reconciliation (Appendix C) was approved by Council
	

	AGENDA ITEM 6: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR – ALAN SUTTON

CC Sutton reported that the District Council had been quiet but staff are starting to return to work 2 days a week.
Economic and High Street recovery groups have started working and it has become clear that the need for more flexibility on the approach to high streets has become more important. It is vital to get the message out that high streets and town centres are open for business. Trends have shown that people are continuing to shop locally and rural farmshops are continuing to do well although footfall has shown that a younger demographic are going into Chichester.

Events are crucial going forward and the Great Sussex Way will soon be marketed with a view to advertising events and opportunities throughout Sussex.

The National Park has a grant aimed at supporting anyone in the visitor economy. CC Sutton also highlighted the availability of grants for both business and community based projects. The District Council want to encourage entrepreneurship from business such as pubs who have started takeaway businesses to continue without hinderance.
CC Sutton highlighted that the District had been selected to receive a grant to plant trees which in light of the ash tree die back will be welcomed.

Cllr Thomas asked whether the cycle lanes are a temporary measure. CC Sutton reported that a lot of unforeseen problems had arisen with the cycle lanes and although there is a cycling and walking plan this is not funded.

CC Sutton to forward the email from Diane Shepherd regarding funding to Clerk.

Cllr O’Sullivan asked whether the increased rubbish in carparks such as the National Trust car park at Lavington Common was part of a larger problem and whether the County Council was responsible for collection. CC Sutton suggested that this was private land and therefore would be the responsibility of the landowner, in this case the National Trust.
	CC Sutton

	AGENDA ITEM 7: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR - DAVID BRADFORD
District Councillor Bradford submitted the following report:

I trust you are all well. 
 

The latest Coronavirus Report from WSCC  states that, over a 14 day period to August 23rd, the overall rate per 100,00 population in West Sussex remains BELOW the England rate at 10.2 cases compared to 22.5 for England. No need for complacency of course. You will be aware, schools are ready for the new term; if you have any queries then there are frequent reports on the WSCC website; a special video made by our students and teachers is there to reassure children.

 

There is a new temporary cycleway scheme in Chichester; I went past last week but couldn’t see any cycles! Still, there is a survey to take part in if you so desire. Separately, if you are part of the Blue Badge concession scheme, note that after 30th September they will start to get tough again, so make sure you renew at the right time! Go online or call 01243 777653.

 

More importantly, looking after mental health in lockdown is very important and details are noted on the ‘NHS Every Mind Matters’ website.

 

Although we are primarily a rural community in Rother Valley, we still have particularly with those that use Haslemere Station, people that go all the way to London. The present situation has exposed how potty we all are going on EXPENSIVE trains and overcrowded tubes etc. Most are now working from home all or part of the time – the big question is: “ is this temporary or permanent?”. Personally, I hope we dont go back to the old way. I have two little grandchildren who now see there Mum and Dad far more then before, and where the family saves a lot on travel. I dont agree with the Government trying to force people back to the workplace – we have the chance to make a lifetime ‘stepchange’ so lets grab it!

 

The planning laws need amending so that redundant retail can further convert into much needed housing much more quickly.

 

I am very excited by the opportunities before us. Out of tragedy some good may arise!

 

I cant wait to see you all face-to-face again but will have to wait a little longer! 

 


	

	AGENDA ITEM : 8 PLANNING UPDATE
SDNP/20/03257/HOUS – Letterbox Cottage, erection of double garage. Cllr Thomas reported that he had visited the site and it was a straight replacement of the old garage that burnt down. Cllr Thomas suggested that the Council should have no objection to this application. After discussion Council agreed UNANIMOUSLY with no objection to the application.
Cllr Thomas reported that he expected the current application for change of use (SDNP/20/00620/LIS) to be superseded with another change of use application. After much discussion regarding noise and closure time it was agreed that Cllr Harte would set up an informal meeting with the new owner with other members of Council to attend on an informal basis to discuss concerns.


	Cllr Thomas & Clerk
Cllr Harte

	AGENDA ITEM 9: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Cllr O’Sullivan highlighted concerns about the recent report to relax planning regulations. Clerk responded that she did not believe that this would be applicable in the National Park however more information should be available at the All Parishes meeting which Cllr O’Sullivan and possibly Cllr Clifford would attend. Cllr Clifford to confirm attendance to the Clerk.
Cllr Napthine highlighted concerns regarding the Burton Park – Duncton Mill footpath and reported that gates have been erected that do not confirm. These have now been pegged open however he will ask Darryl Hobden to follow up.
Cllr Mills reported that a large amount of signage has been erected across Burton Park which contravenes the public right of way across the park. Cllr Thomas to speak to Tom Cole with regards to the signage and possibly follow up with a more formal letter as necessary.
	Cllrs O’Sullivan & Clifford
Cllr Napthine

Cllr Thomas

	AGENDA ITEM 10: PUBLIC QUESTIONS
	

	AGENDA ITEM 11: ANY OTHER MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Cllr Thomas reported that a bench had been purchased with the grant received from CDC and this is now in place.

Cllr Mills asked about the works at Southfields and it was confirmed by Cllr Harte that this is for ground source heat pumps and is due to be finished shortly. Cllr Harte apologised for the noise and any inconvenience.
	

	The meeting closed at 20.15
The next Full Council Meeting will be held on Monday 9th November 2020, 19:00 
	

	These minutes are an accurate record of the meeting

Signed:

Name & Position:

Date:
	


Appendix A

Clerk Salary and Expenses

Clerks Salary 1 – 31st July 2020

Net Salary @£14.96 per hour £374

Clerks Salary 1- 30th August 2020

Net Salary @£14.96 per hour £374

Paid by Standing Order on last working day of the month

Clerks Expenses August 2020

	Date Agreed
	Detail
	Reason
	Cost ex VAT (£)
	VAT (£)
	Cost inc VAT (£)

	SO
	Working from home allowance August
	Paid prior to meeting as per contract. Agreed payment by dd each month
	36.00
	0
	36.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	36.00
	0
	36.00


Appendix B

[image: image1.emf]File NumberDate of PaymentPayment MethodPayee Description Gross

Receipts

28/07/2020online CDC Grant for Bench 250

Payment Ref Number

16 07/07/2020 dd Community Heartbeat TrustDefibrillator 2670

17 24/07/2020 dd Austens Home HardwareBench 249

18 31/07/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanWorking from home monthly payment 36

19 31/07/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanJuly Salary 318.2

20 31/07/2020 dd Chi Payroll Payroll July 10

21 07/08/2020 dd WSALC WSALC Subscription 115.08

22 07/08/2020 dd Unipar Services LLPRadar Gun 1281.6

23 10/08/2020 dd HMRC PAYE for July 56

24 28/08/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanAugust Salary 318.2

25 28/08/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanWorking from home monthly 36

26 01/09/2020 dd Chi Payroll Payroll August 10

27 10/09/2020 dd HMRC PAYE for August 56

5156.08

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL


Appendix C

[image: image2.emf]RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS

Balance brought forward as 

at 31/03/20 £12,822.69

Add Total Receipts 5943.27

Less Total Payments (6,820.38)                             

TOTAL

£11,945.58

Current as @ 21/8/20 1,056.53

Savings as @ 21/08/20 10,889.05                             

Plus Uncleared Deposits

TOTAL

£11,945.58

Duncton Parish Council 

BANK RECONCILIATION

01-Sep-20



BANK 
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