DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (PCM) MINUTES

MONDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 19:00


THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY IN LINE WITH GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES

	
	ACTION

	PRESENT
Cllr Peter Thomas; Cllr Nigel Clifford, Cllr Andrew Mills, Cllr Keith Napthine, Cllr Izzi Harte, District Cllr Sutton, and Parish Clerk & Proper Officer Hannah-Louise O’Callaghan.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 1: WELCOME AND TO RECEIVE & APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Thomas welcomed everyone
	

	AGENDA ITEM 2: DECLARATION OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS BY COUNCILLORS IN ANY OF THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AND ANY CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS.
None

	

	AGENDA ITEM 3: MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 7 SEPTEMBER 2020 TO BE AGREED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD

On a proposal by Cllr Napthine and seconded by Cllr Clifford the minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2020 were approved and signed by Cllr Thomas.

	

	AGENDA ITEM 4: UPDATE ON MATTERS CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

a) Speeding – Cllr Thomas

Cllr Thomas reported that the camera is now fully certified and operational. A couple of sessions took place before lockdown one of which resulted in a speed of 57mph being recorded and the driver will be receiving a visit from the Police. Cllr Clifford commented that when he did his session it was quiet although he did receive some verbal abuse from one motorist. Cllr Thomas advised that this should be recorded and reported.
Cllr Thomas informed the Council that it is more difficult to carry out speed check activities during lockdown as varying additional risk assessments need to be done.

b) Playground – Cllrs Napthine & Clifford

It was reported that the lock on the bin has seized. Cllr Napthine will try to fix this and it may result in the bin being left unlocked. The playground in accordance with government guidelines remains open however several complaints have been received regarding social distancing. A notice has been put up to remind parents/carers to maintain social distancing however Cllr Clifford continues to monitor the playground especially around the end of school.

It was agreed that any repairs will wait until after the annual inspection to ensure that the Council is acting on the best advice as to what needs to be done.

c) Defibrillator – Cllr Thomas

Cllr Mills has received all the documents from Cllr Thomas but is currently unable to log in to the website to record the inspections as being performed. Clerk to see if she has any log in details. Cllr Mills highlighted that the defibrillators are not showing up on the NBDD and he will look into this as well. It was confirmed that they are registered with the 999 service.

Council agreed that they would look into training early next year when it is more feasible to carry out. In the meantime basic instructions have been made available for users if necessary.
	Cllr Napthine

Cllr Clifford

Clerk

Cllr Mills



	AGENDA ITEM 5: FINANCE
a) To approve Clerks salary and expenses – Appendix A
On a proposal by Cllr Napthine and seconded by Cllr Clifford Clerks salary and expenses were approved
b) To note and approve income and expenditure report – Appendix B
On a proposal by Cllr Napthine and seconded by Cllr Clifford Council approved the income and expenditure report (Appendix B)

Cllr Thomas reported that the bulbs had been planted by Louise Excell and the Council asked that Cllr Thomas pass on their thanks and that this was formally minuted.
c) To approve the regular Bank Reconciliation – Appendix C 
On a proposal by Cllr Clifford and seconded by Cllr Napthine the bank reconciliation (Appendix C) was approved by Council
d) To review budget in preparation for Precept setting

Council confirmed receipt of budget as sent by Clerk. The budget will be reviewed again in January and a end of year forecast provided by the Clerk ahead of the setting of the Precept
	Cllr Thomas

Clerk


	AGENDA ITEM 6: PLANNING
a) Rose Cottage SDNP/20/02550/HOUS
Cllrs Thomas and Clifford reviewed this application and shared their thoughts with the Council. After discussion Council agreed that the following would be submitted by the Clerk:

Having reviewed the application the Parish Council are concerned that the proposed flat roof does not match the original building and would request that a gabled or pitch roof is considered.
The Parish Council would also like it noted that there is an additional concern over the potential increase in traffic that the building of extra accommodation will bring. This property is situated on an already dangerous stretch of road and the addition of more cars entering and leaving the property increases the likelihood of accidents occurring.
	Clerk

	AGENDA ITEM 7: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – ALAN SUTTON

The 2020 Winter preparation plans are firmly in place. However this year it is likely that we will experience a triple hit due to

· Covid 19

· Winter Flu

· Brexit Transition period ends

The CDC recovery groups, which are looking at the operational side of the council’s activities, has reported to Overview & Scrutiny Committee and reports that cover the progress and work relating to Covid 19 have been produced. The biggest problems that we face are due to the unknown factors attached to all three. Having said that; our business continuity plans are in place and robust.

Currently the economic impact to CDC has not been as bad as expected which puts us in a stronger position financially but there are high risks going forward and so we are planning for reviewing the finances. Services cuts appear to be inevitable but we are not likely to recommend or implement any until the picture becomes clearer and where possible we will consult as part of our recovery plans.

Covid 19 cases are still rising and new advice and directives are coming thick & fast. CDC is still considered to be on top of information and will provide help & assistance through our website & officers to offer help & support where it is needed.

At the request of the NHS A new walk through testing site for C19 has been set up on the North Street car park at Chichester (Appointments only) and as a result the Sloe Fair has been cancelled. A single “attraction” , although closed to the public, was sited there to make sure that the fair can be held in future years under the charter.

CDC grants are still available relating to Covid 19 for businesses and community groups and the deadline has been extended. The funds are limited so anyone thinking of applying should do so ASAP.

Other than this I have attended meetings with the SDNP and a review of Serious Organised Crime including county lines activity hosted by WSCC. I have also brought forward and had approved a new Events Strategy & Policy for land under CDC control. The Great Sussex Way has also gained funding support from us to introduce a free membership scheme for businesses serving our visitors and to market our District as open for Events.

Our MP has picked up the ball for me on anti-social riding and driving and asked a question of the Home Secretary in the house. This is about as high as he can go on this. He also secured a debate about changing the legislation regarding altered number plates, which is seen as a major step forward in reducing evasion of enforcement.

Finally the merger through acquisition of the Brighton University Hospitals Group by the Western Sussex NHS Foundation Trust continues at pace. It has recently gained approval from the NHS to proceed and will happen quickly (planned now for April 2021) There is an online survey for the public to raise concerns or questions. I would encourage anyone to join the trust. It is free, has benefits and ensures that you get the most up to date information regarding our acute hospitals at Worthing & Chichester.

Cllr Thomas asked whether Andrew Griffiths had asked about the noise regulations. DC Sutton  informed the Council that a meeting was due to take place and that an update would be available following this meeting.
Cllr Napthine highlighted that cycle routes and DC Sutton clarified that several options were put forward however this was a regional decision. A walking and cycling plan was made available however no funds were made available for this.


	

	AGENDA ITEM 8: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR – DAVID BRADFORD
County Councillor Bradford submitted the following report:

I will try and add something useful to all the things you already know from the News reports

Firstly, if you are aware of anyone who needs help during lockdown then get in touch with the COMMUNITY HUB at West Sussex. Or even me if you hit a problem. The County is very sympathetic to anyone in need

West Sussex has a county-wide community hub which is available seven days a week and staff will be on hand to respond to enquiries between 8.00am-8.00pm. A dedicated telephone helpline is also available for residents who are unable to go online: 033 022 27980.

People like Meals on Wheels are still available doing their usual excellent work. We have also now spent over £400,000 on ‘hardship families’ and this work will never stop. We are strong supporters of the Citizens Bureau in West Sussex and I speak as a former Director in a neighbouring county; there are times when we all need expert advice, usually free

Congratulations to our schools who have just achieved 93% attendance compared to the national average of 89%. Children need the interaction and support for their wellbeing.

Our Children Services operation is being closely monitored but will probably go into a separate Trust. Improvement is needed but I can assure you that progress is being made. We also have a very enthusiastic Youth Cabinet if any teenagers wish to take part.

On a personal basis I took a quick break in the Canary Islands and came back to Lockdown which had been announced while we were away! West Sussex only has a low covid level and I wonder whether we are over-reacting? Do we really need to stop kids playing football?

I have just come back from my daily walk in the park and noticed twelve adults having a few cans of beer in a side road! At least the children’s swings and roundabouts are still allowed (as I speak). Fresh air is good for most of us.

My pet hate is the stupid temporary cycle lanes and I am pleased to report that most are being removed. This was a National not a County initiative and it shows how taxpayers money can be wasted irresponsibly. I do appreciate that there are some keen cyclists out there (I set up a cycling club when aged 12), but 90% of correspondents wanted them removed.

I sit on the main Pensions Committee and generally our results are very good. However, there are times when we need to make changes and we do not hold back if improvements are needed; green issues are a hot topic right now and we are very keen to balance performance (i.e. the size of your pension) with social responsibility.

I will be retiring as County Councillor next April; so put your name forward if you think you can do a good job (the same for District Councils as well of course). However it is not a cushy number and taking all my interests into account (Family, County and Personal) I came home to 500 e mails after being away 10 days!

Bye for now
Cllr Thomas highlighted that contact details for the community hub and also Duncton Cares and noted that residents should if necessary be directed towards these services.

DC Sutton to forward a briefing by Amanda Jupp to the Clerk. DC Sutton congratulated County on their work and highlighted that County and District Councils had both worked well as a team in managing adult health.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 9: SETTING OF DATES FOR 2021 MEETINGS
Clerk suggested the following dates (Mondays):

18th January

15th March

10th May

12th July

13th September

8th November

After discussion these dates were approved. Clerk to update the website with new dates.

	Clerk



	AGENDA ITEM 10: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Scam Emails - Clerk and Cllr Thomas highlighted the ongoing scam details and Council were advised to check with the supposed sender directly before answering any suspicious emails.
Duncton Fisheries - Cllr Thomas reported that Duncton Fisheries had recently placed an update on their plans in the village magazine. Cllr Clifford remains concerned about the potential for noise after 11.30pm however it was agreed that the Council should wait and see what happens and if necessary speak directly to the fisheries before taking formal action.

Cllr Thomas reported that there will be a change of use application going through shortly which the Council will monitor.

DC Sutton offered his support if necessary if licensing regulations are breached however it was also noted that as long as there are no breaches the renewed plans brings opportunities to the area which must not be overlooked.
Footpaths – Cllr Thomas reported that he has been in contact with Darryl Hobden (DH) regarding the footpaths and bridlepaths around Burton Park to Duncton Mill. The gates remain staked open and are not horse rider friendly gates as required. Cllr Thomas to take up again with DH. It has been agreed that DH will ensure new signage is put in place to clearly denote footpaths and bridleways. It was also noted that the bridleway is not passable and although Cllr Mills reported that boards had been put down in the last couple of weeks these are not suitable for pushchairs. Cllr Thomas to speak with Tom Cole about making the path passable.

Cllr Clifford noted that the footpath by the side of the village hall is not being maintained and the stile is dangerous. It was asked who should take responsibility for this. Cllr Thomas to ask DH to look into this path and advise. It was also noted that the signage needs improving.

Cllr Clifford highlighted his concern that people are using a private field to cross through and damaging crops in the process instead of sticking to the designated footpath. Cllr Thomas to ask DH if there is anything that can be done.
	Cllr Thomas

Cllr Thomas

Cllr Thomas

	AGENDA ITEM 11: PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
	

	AGENDA ITEM 12: ANY OTHER MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY

None
	

	The meeting closed at 20.01pm
The next Full Council Meeting will be held on Monday 18th January 2021, 19:00 
	

	These minutes are an accurate record of the meeting

Signed:

Name & Position:

Date:
	


Appendix A

Clerk Salary and Expenses

Clerks Salary 1 – 30th September 2020

Net Salary £367.30

PAYE £68.20
Clerks Salary 1- 31st October 2020

Net Salary £326.05

PAYE £58.20
Paid by Standing Order on last working day of the month

Clerks Working from Home Expenses (as per contract)

	Date Agreed
	Detail
	Reason
	Cost ex VAT (£)
	VAT (£)
	Cost inc VAT (£)

	30/10/20
	Working from home allowance (October)
	As per contract. Agreed payment by dd each month
	36.00
	0
	36.00

	Total
	
	
	36.00
	0
	36.00


Appendix B

[image: image1.emf]File NumberDate of PaymentPayment MethodPayee Description Gross

Receipts

09/09/2010online CDC Precept Part 2 4622

Payment Ref Number

28 30/09/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanSeptember Salary 367.3

29 30/09/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanWorking from home monthly 36

30 01/10/2020 dd Chi Payroll Payroll September 10

31 08/10/2020 dd HMRC PAYE September 68.2

32 19/10/2020 dd HL O'CallaghanExpenses reclaim for Microsoft 365 payment 59.99

33 20/10/2020 dd Jeffs computersredesign of website and annual ssl certificate 300

34 23/10/2020 dd Nigel Clifford Expenses for bulbs 85

35 23/10/2020 dd Peter Thomas Expenses for radar gun certification  197.83

35 23/10/2020 dd Peter Thomas Expemses for radar gun postage 73.79

36 30/10/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanOctober Salary 326.05

37 30/10/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanWorking from home monthly 36

38 02/11/2020 dd Chi Payroll Payroll October 10

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL


Appendix C

[image: image2.emf]RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS

Balance brought forward as 

at 31/03/20 £12,822.69

Add Total Receipts 10566.94

Less Total Payments (8,082.07)                             

TOTAL

£15,307.56

Current as @ 21/10/20 4,416.84

Savings as @ 21/10/20 10,890.72                             

Plus Uncleared Deposits

TOTAL

£15,307.56

Duncton Parish Council 

BANK RECONCILIATION

02-Nov-20



BANK 
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