DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (PCM) MINUTES

MONDAY 18 JANUARY 2021 AT 19:00


THIS MEETING WAS HELD VIRTUALLY IN LINE WITH GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES

	
	ACTION

	PRESENT
Cllr Peter Thomas; Cllr Nigel Clifford, Cllr Andrew Mills, Cllr Keith Napthine, Cllr Izzi Harte, Cllr O’Sullivan, District Cllr Sutton, and Parish Clerk & Proper Officer Hannah-Louise O’Callaghan.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 1: WELCOME AND TO RECEIVE & APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Thomas welcomed everyone and received apologies from Cllr Leysen. It was noted that Cllr Leysen may no longer have the time to commit to the Council. The Council will look into possible replacements and speak further to Cllr Leysen.
	All

	AGENDA ITEM 2: DECLARATION OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS BY COUNCILLORS IN ANY OF THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AND ANY CHANGES TO THE REGISTER OF INTERESTS.
None
	

	AGENDA ITEM 3: MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 7 SEPTEMBER 2020 TO BE AGREED AND SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD

On a proposal by Cllr Napthine and seconded by Cllr Harte the minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2020 were approved and signed by Cllr Thomas.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 4: UPDATE ON MATTERS CARRIED FORWARD FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

a) Speeding – Cllr Thomas

Cllr Thomas reported that activities had halted due to current lockdown, however 2 new volunteers had completed the online training and were waiting for the practical training to be able to take place. Cllr Napthine asked whether it was possible to do a risk assessment and go ahead. Cllr Thomas reported that although this was possible there were too many restrictions and activities would recommence after lockdown.
Cllr Thomas to look into cost of a speed activated sign.

Cllr Thomas reported that the anti social driving group had been very active behind the scenes with good support from our MP.

b) Playground – Cllrs Napthine & Clifford

Cllr Napthine reported that the bins had been emptied at the playground, however he was concerned that the current signage is no longer applicable due to COVID restrictions and he would review this and replace if necessary.
c) Footpaths – Cllrs Thomas & Clifford
Cllr Thomas reported that all is quiet at present. The Ranger will inspect the gates and signs at his next inspection. Cllr Napthine noted that one gate had been replaced but others remain pegged open.
	Cllr Thomas

Cllr Napthine



	AGENDA ITEM 5: FINANCE
a) To approve Clerks salary and expenses – Appendix A
On a proposal by Cllr Thomas and seconded by Cllr Napthine Clerks salary and expenses were approved
b) To note and approve income and expenditure report – Appendix B
On a proposal by Cllr Thomas and seconded by Cllr O’Sullivan Council approved the income and expenditure report (Appendix B)

c) To approve the regular Bank Reconciliation – Appendix C 
On a proposal by Cllr Thomas and seconded by Cllr Napthine the bank reconciliation (Appendix C) was approved by Council
d) To set the Precept for 2021-22
Council confirmed receipt of budget as sent by Clerk. After discussion it was UNANIMOUSLY agreed that the Precept would not be raised for the forthcoming financial year. Clerk to advise accordingly.
e) To appoint internal audit for 2020-21 audit

Clerk asked Council to consider the appointment of Rachel Hall as internal auditor for the coming audit. Clerk explained that it was advisable to change auditor every couple of years to ensure best practice. Council agreed UNANIMOUSLY to used Rachel Hall
	Clerk

Clerk

	AGENDA ITEM 6: PLANNING
Cllr O’Sullivan reported that there were several planning applications, the deadline for comments on Burton Mill had passed but Council see no concerns with this.
Council discussed the application for 9 Burton House. Council has no objection. Clerk to submit comments.

Down View Farm SDNP/20/03202/FUL
After much discussion it was decided that Council do not object tot his application. Cllr O’Sullivan to send wording to Clerk for submission.


	Clerk
Cllr O’Sullivan & Clerk



	AGENDA ITEM 7: REWILDING OF COMMUNAL AREAS

Cllr O’Sullivan asked Council to consider the rewilding of green areas around the village, in particular around the village hall. Cllr O’Sullivan suggested that certain areas could benefit from less mowing and more establishment of wild flowers. Council agreed that this was a good idea. Cllr O’Sullivan to set up a working party with Cllrs Clifford and Napthine and report back at next meeting. Cllr Thomas suggested that he could talk to the village hall committee. Cllr Thomas also reported that he is keen to see preservation orders put in place to protect the trees along the Duncton straights.
	Cllrs O’Sullivan, Napthine & Clifford

	AGENDA ITEM 8: BARLAVINGTON ESTATE PLAN

Council agreed that they would like to review the detailed Plan when it becomes available as the information on the website is currently top level only. Clerk to distribute when it is available. Clerk to put on the agenda for the next meeting.
	Clerk



	AGENDA ITEM 9: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – ALAN SUTTON

Cllr Sutton reported that services are being maintained within lockdown parameters. The Budget is due for review and agreement, they are hoping not to cut services but this is dependent on how long COVID goes on for. Cllr Sutton clarified that there was never any intention to close any waste/recycling centres.
After much discussion around the availability of vaccines Cllr Sutton clarified that Pulborough, Loxwood, Midhurst and Petworth had formed a vaccine delivery group however both Loxwood and Petworth did not at the time feel that they had capacity to administer vaccines. This is now changing and Petworth will soon be able to administer vaccines. Currently Pulborough have spare capacity and vaccines are being offered to those that are able to take up a slot at short notice.

Cllr Sutton urged anyone who is not able to travel to get the vaccine not to refuse it but to take advantage of the transport options available.

Cllr Sutton reiterated that the CDC website is the most up to date source of information.

Cllr Sutton responded to a question regarding the availability of the vaccine in nursing homes and clarified that these are being dealt with separately tot eh rest of the vaccine rollout.

In response to concerns raised regarding when Petworth will start vaccinating Cllr Sutton confirmed that this will now happen once they receive the vaccine.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 10: REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR – DAVID BRADFORD
County Councillor Bradford submitted the following update:

I have put COVID last otherwise nobody will read the earlier stuff!
1. The Council has balanced its budget for 2021/2 AND added £31million in new project expenditure

2. The vital Watershed work has been preserved to protect our mostly rural population.

3. A Core Council Tax increase in April will primarily reflect c.2% plus adjustments for Adult Social Care

4. There is a pay freeze for WSCC staff earning over £24k pa

5. I am very impressed with all of our new senior officers

6. 40,000 ash trees need to be felled as part of the ASH DIE BACK programme – some roads will need to be closed but usually outside of peak hours

7. A decision on whether CLC meetings will be continued has been deferred 

8. AND NOW….THE COVID VACCINATION PROGRAMME..

Note that the programme is dictated by Central Government with very little local ‘say’. So complain to Boris if you are unhappy!
1.6 million people in West Sussex have to be vaccinated twice; but as you know there will be a big wait between first and second jabs to keep  most people reasonably safe. Over 80s go first and most should have been contacted or received the jab by now; other very vulnerable people are also included.

I have just received a presentation from Sussex NHS Commissioners; there were 109 of us on the call!!

There are queries on why some of the centres are not City Central and we are getting ‘mixed messages’. 

Look at the Sussex Health and Care Partnership website ( for details mostly broken down by YOUR GP practice) 

www.sussexhealthandcare.UK
There are going to be transport queries where people cannot get easily to a vaccination centre-so we all need to be ‘good neighbours’ and ‘look out for the elderly’

Why not my local GP practice? The system is simply not ready yet but I am sure it will be in time

Some stats to think about…

We are currently running at 174% of critical care capacity in West Sussex.

But we are mostly ‘under control’ with bed occupancy at 88% in West Sussex

We have 979 current covid patients to look after.

Sorry but Teachers and Police are not ‘early priority’, so they have to follow national guidelines

LOCAL PHARMACIES can apply to be vaccination centres but there has been no proper decision yet.

Remember this is a ‘moveable feast with data changing by the day!


	

	AGENDA ITEM 11: ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Cllr Harte asked why the Council does not hold separate planning meetings. It was clarified that this used to happen but during lockdown there has been no need as applications have been discussed via email or Zoom as necessary in the meetings. Cllr Thomas stated that these meetings could be reinstated again if the need was to arise however any member of the public or applicant is welcome to attend meetings to discuss a planning application should they wish.

Cllr Napthine made the Council aware of COVID disinformation being spread by a local resident and asked if the Council could do anything. The Council agreed that as long as this information was not being spread via the Duncton Facebook page directly, there was little the PC could do.

Cllr Clifford asked what was happening regarding the bus stop room. Cllr Thomas responded that the contractor is awaiting recommencement of training and once this has been undertaken the bus stop roof will  be repaired.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 12: PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
	

	AGENDA ITEM 13: ANY OTHER MATTERS FOR INFORMATION ONLY

None
	

	AGENDA ITEM 14: DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Full Council Meeting will be held on Monday 15th March 2021, 19:00 
	

	AGENDA ITEM 15: EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
	

	AGENDA ITEM 16: CLERK SALARY REVIEW

In accordance with her contract Clerk asked the Council to consider a salary review to SCP 26. This pay increase was agreed UNANIMOUSLY by the Council
	

	The Meeting ended at 20.13
	

	These minutes are an accurate record of the meeting

Signed:

Name & Position:

Date:
	


Appendix A

Clerk Salary and Expenses

Clerks Salary 1 – 30th November 2020

Net Salary £326.25

PAYE £58.20

Clerks Salary 1- 31st December 2020

Net Salary £326.25

PAYE £58.00

Paid by Standing Order on last working day of the month

Clerks Working from Home Expenses (as per contract)

	Date Paid
	Detail
	Reason
	Cost ex VAT (£)
	VAT (£)
	Cost inc VAT (£)

	31/12/20
	Working from home allowance (December)
	As per contract. Agreed payment by dd each month
	36.00
	0
	36.00

	Total
	
	
	36.00
	0
	36.00


Appendix B

[image: image1.emf]File NumberDate of PaymentPayment MethodPayee Description Gross

Receipts

07/12/2020 online barclays interest 7 sept - 6 dec 2020 0.25

Payment Ref Number

39 05/11/2020 dd CDC Return of NHB monies 2900

40 09/11/2020 dd HMRC PAYE for October 58.2

41 30/11/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanNovember Salary 326.25

42 30/11/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanWorking from home  36

43 02/12/2020 dd Chi Payroll Payroll November 10

44 08/12/2020 dd HMRC PAYE for November 58

45 31/12/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanDecember Salary 326.25

46 31/12/2020 SO HL O'CallaghanWorking from home  36

47 04/01/2021 dd Chi Payroll Payroll December 10

48 04/01/2021 dd Easy Space Domain name rental 28.15

49 11/01/2021 dd HMRC PAYE December 58

3846.85

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL


Appendix C

[image: image2.emf]RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS

Balance brought forward as 

at 31/03/20 £12,822.69

Add Total Receipts 10567.19

Less Total Payments (12,663.22)                           

TOTAL

£10,726.66

Current as @ 11/01/21 2,735.69

Savings as @ 11/01/21 7,990.97                              

Plus Uncleared Deposits

TOTAL

£10,726.66

Duncton Parish Council 

BANK RECONCILIATION

11-Jan-21



BANK 
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Prepared by Hannah-Louise O’Callaghan, Clerk & RFO to Duncton Parish Council 
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