DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING (PCM) MINUTES
	Monday 28th September 2026 at 19:00

	Councillors Present: Keith Napthine (Vice-Chair), Susan Laker, Heather Lakin and Gosia Babiak-Bicknell
Apologies: Andrew Mills (Chair)

	Officers: Monica Huber (Clerk/RFO)        Members of the Public: Clive Belton


	
	SUMMARY
	ACTION

	AGENDA ITEM 1: Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were recorded for Cllr Andrew Mills.
It was noted that Cllr Mills had indicated his intention to resign as Chair and Councillor, however, formal written confirmation had not been received to date.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 2: Declarations of Interest
None.  
	

	AGENDA ITEM 3: 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2026 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2026 be approved as a true and accurate record.
The minutes were approved by the Council and signed at the meeting.
	




	AGENDA ITEM  4: Public Participation and Questions
None. 
	

	AGENDA ITEM 5: Planning Matters
I. Planning applications – for consideration

a) SDNP/26/03219/TCA – Knapp Cottage, 64 High Street, Duncton
Councillors considered the application to reduce the height of five Conifer trees (G1) by 5m.
Councillors RESOLVED to raise no objection to the application.

b) SDNP/26/03226/TCA – Duncton Cottage, High Street, Duncton
Councillors considered the application to carry out reduction works to two Yew trees (T1 and T2).
Councillors RESOLVED to raise no objection to the application.

II. Planning application – for noting
a) Duncton Mill House, Dye House Lane, Duncton, GU28 0LF
SDNP/26/03113/HOUS – Householder Planning Application
SDNP/26/03114/LIS – Listed Building Consent
The Clerk advised that the applications had been received between meetings and circulated to Councillors due to the consultation deadline falling before the September meeting.
No objections had been raised and a No Objection response had been submitted on behalf of the Council.
Councillors NOTED the response.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 6: Highways
I. Speed Indicator Device
The Clerk provided an update on the Speed Indicator Device, which had now been purchased.
Two further invoices relating to the installation materials were presented. It was noted that the overall installation costs remained below the amount originally anticipated.
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the two invoices.
Action: Arrange payment of the approved invoices.

II. Village Gates
Councillors were advised that the village gates had now been ordered.
It was confirmed that the southern gates would be installed first and reviewed before progressing the northern entrance, taking account of the concerns previously raised regarding that location.
Councillors NOTED the update.

III. Public Rights of Way Routine Maintenance 
The Clerk advised that the WSCC Rights of Way Ranger was due to undertake an inspection of local footpaths during the following month.
Concerns were raised regarding the condition of the footpath from Duncton Road and fallen trees affecting the route at Little Duncton Hill.
Action: Inspect the Little Duncton Hill route and advise the Clerk of any outstanding issues requiring referral to the relevant landowner or WSCC.

IV. A285 Water Leak and Footpath Clearing

The Clerk confirmed that the works relating to the A285 water leak had been completed and that vegetation had been cleared from the roadside footpath, making it passable again.
The Clerk also advised that a useful contact had now been established with Southern Water for any future issues. location.
Councillors NOTED the update.

V. Other Highways Matters

Concerns were also raised regarding children crossing the A285 and whether appropriate warning signage could be provided.

Action: Contact WSCC Highways to establish whether appropriate warning signage could be provided.
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	AGENDA ITEM 7: County and District Reports 
The Council received an update from District Cllr Dr John Cross.
The latest position regarding Local Government Reorganisation was discussed, including the delay to the anticipated timetable.
Councillors NOTED the update.
	

	AGENDA ITEM 8: Clerks Report 
The report was noted with the following comments:
· The Clerk confirmed that access to the Council website had now been obtained, enabling agendas, minutes and other Council information to be maintained directly. A wider review of the website would be undertaken in due course.
· An update was provided on arrangements for the Bonfire and Fireworks Event, including publicity and discussions regarding catering.
· The Clerk provided an update following attendance at a Home Office webinar regarding Martyn’s Law and its relevance to public events.
· Although the anticipated attendance at the Bonfire and Fireworks Event may fall around or below the relevant threshold, Councillors agreed that appropriate risk assessment and safety arrangements represented good practice.
· Aurora Fireworks had provided its own RAMS documentation and it was noted that the Village Hall held a building risk assessment.
Councillors expressed their appreciation for the work undertaken by the Clerk, commenting positively on her efficiency and the amount of progress made since her appointment. 
Councillors NOTED the update.
Action: Obtain the Village Hall risk assessment and review this alongside the documentation supplied by Aurora Fireworks.
Action: Prepare an event risk assessment for the Bonfire and Fireworks Event, including volunteer and barrier arrangements.
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	AGENDA ITEM 9: Finance 
The Clerk presented the schedule of payments and receipts together with an update on the Council's current financial position.
I. [bookmark: _Hlk8200051]Review of Payments and Receipt
The following invoices were presented for approval:
a) Jeff's Computers – £100
b) Aurora Fireworks – £960 final payment.
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the above payments.
The Council also discussed the historic budget arrangements for the Bonfire and Fireworks Event, including funds carried forward from previous years.
Action: Arrange payment of approved invoices.
Action: Review previous financial records to establish the historic Bonfire and Fireworks budget and any funds carried forward.

II. Bank Account Reconciliation
Councillors NOTED the bank reconciliation and confirmed that it reflected the Council's current financial position.
Payment records and supporting documentation were signed in accordance with the Council's financial procedures. 
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	AGENDA ITEM 10: Community & Parish Matters 
I. St Mary’s Churchyard
Councillors received an update on the work undertaken to clear the historic pathway.
A quotation of approximately £700 had been received for further works to create a more permanent pathway using membrane and compacted material.
Councillors considered the quotation and agreed that further information should be obtained before any expenditure was approved.
The possibility of a future volunteer working party to undertake further clearance around individual gravestones was also discussed.
Action: Cllr Laker to share the quotation with Cllr Babiak-Bicknell, who will seek Ben’s advice on the proposed path works and associated costs. 

II. Playground
Councillors discussed the condition and future development of the village playground.
It was noted that the existing playground was more than 20 years old and that approximately £5,000 of potential maintenance and refurbishment works had previously been identified.
Councillors agreed that maintenance of the existing equipment should be considered separately from any larger programme of replacement or additional equipment, which could require grant funding, sponsorship and community fundraising.
The need to obtain further proposals and seek views from families using the playground was discussed.
Action: Arrange a site visit with Play Cubed and obtain proposals and indicative costs for maintenance and potential improvements.
Action: Explore potential grant funding, local business sponsorship and community fundraising opportunities.

III. Bonfire & Fireworks Event 2026
Councillors discussed the ongoing arrangements for the Bonfire and Fireworks Event, including barriers, volunteers, catering and music.
It was agreed that appropriate barriers would be required to prevent access to the restricted area around the fireworks display.
The Clerk confirmed that the Village Hall held the appropriate music licence and Councillors supported the use of background music at the event.

IV. Tree Management at the Cricketers Pub – TPO and Associated Works
The Clerk provided an update following an enquiry regarding two trees at The Cricketers. It was noted that the oak is subject to a Tree Preservation Order and any works would require the appropriate application. Responsibility for the land relating to the second tree was still to be established.
Action: Establish responsibility for the land relating to the second tree and advise the pub owners accordingly.
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	AGENDA ITEM 11. Council Administration
I. Official Council Correspondence Address
The Clerk confirmed that the Village Hall Trustees had agreed to the Village Hall being used as the Parish Council's official correspondence address.
Councillors supported progressing the necessary arrangements to establish the address for Council correspondence.
Action: Progress the necessary address arrangements and establish whether any Council correspondence continued to be sent to the previous address.

II. Village Hall Post Box
Councillors considered options for a secure Council post box and agreed the preferred design and proposed location near the existing defibrillator.
Councillors RESOLVED to proceed with the purchase and installation of the agreed post box.
Action: Progress the purchase and installation of the post box with the Village Hall.

III. Appointment of Internal Auditor 2027/28
The Clerk advised that Mulberry had contacted the Council regarding the forthcoming internal audit.
The previous fee of approximately £337.50 was noted.
Councillors agreed in principle to continue with Mulberry, subject to confirmation of the fee.
Action: Confirm the proposed fee with Mulberry before progressing the appointment.
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	AGENDA ITEM 12. Correspondence
Councillors discussed historic involvement with local environmental and liaison groups and noted that engagement with some of these appeared to have reduced over time.
Action: Review previous Council records to identify relevant local groups and initiatives and establish whether these remain active.
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	AGENDA ITEM 13. Review of Financial Regulations – Payment Cards and Clerk Expenses
The Clerk presented proposed amendments to Regulations 9.1 and 10.1 concerning use of payment cards and Clerk expenses.
It was noted that the existing Financial Regulations prohibited use of a Council payment card and did not adequately reflect the Council's current practical requirements.
Councillors supported controlled use of the Council payment card, recurring payments and reimbursement of expenditure, subject to appropriate authorisation and financial controls.
It was agreed that the Clerk/RFO would be the primary card user, with appropriate contingency arrangements for authorised Councillors where required.
Action: Incorporate the agreed amendments into the Financial Regulations and circulate the revised version.
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	AGENDA ITEM 14. Exclusion of Press & Public – Confidential Business
Councillors considered matters relating to the Village Hall land, payroll arrangements and the Clerk's employment arrangements.
Decisions and actions arising are recorded in the Confidential Annex to these minutes.
	



	AGENDA ITEM 15: Items for Information and/or inclusion on a future Agenda 
The following matters were raised for information or future consideration:
· arrangements for a future village litter pick and availability of litter-picking equipment;
· the condition of the village salt bins ahead of winter; and
· the existing Council vacancy and the process for co-option of a new Councillor.

A potential candidate for the Council vacancy was discussed. No appointment was made and it was agreed that the appropriate co-option process would need to be followed.

Action: Establish the arrangements for obtaining litter-picking equipment.

Action: Review the condition of the existing salt bins.

Action: Confirm the required co-option procedure and progress the Council vacancy accordingly.
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	AGENDA ITEM 16: Confirmation of Next Meeting Date 
The date of the next Parish Council Meeting was not confirmed during the meeting and would be arranged separately.
	

	The Meeting ended at 9:21 pm
	

	Approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting

Signed:
Name & Position:
Date:

Signed original retained by Duncton Parish Council
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